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Following  the  transfer  to  the  Resettlement  Admin- 
istration of  the  duties  formerly  assigned  to  the  Land  Policy 
Section,  Agricultural  Adjustment  Administration,  there  appears 
the  first  number  of  the  LAND  POLICY  CIRCULAR  which  is  issued  "by 
the  Division  of  Land  Planning  and  Development,  Resettlement 
Administration,  in  cooperation  with  the  Division  of  Land  Econ- 
omics of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Although 
differing  somewhat  in  external  appearance,  the  LAND  POLICY 
CIRCULAR  will,  in  a  large  measure,  continue  to  serve  the  same 
purpose  as  the  LAND  POLICY  REVIEW. 

Like  its  predecessor,  the  LAND  POLICY  CIRCULAR  will 
provide  technical  information  in  the  field  of  land  economics  to 
assist  the  staff  of  the  Resettlement  Administration  and  its 
cooperating  agencies  and  groups  to  keep  in  touch  with  current 
developments  hearing  upon  their  work.   Its  pages  will  serve  as 
a  clearing  house  for  information  concerning  local,  State,  and 
Federal  land  planning  activities  and  reseaich. 

Persons  #10  have  in  the  past  "been  receiving  the  LAND 
POLICY  REVIEW -will  he  carried  on  the  mailing  list  of  the  LAND 
POLICY  CIRCULAR. 
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04  r^r^r^M 
FORMATION  OF  THE  ux^^^-x 
RESETTLEMENT  ADMIN1 STRAT I OT.T 


The  Resettlement  Administration,  of  which  Under- 
Secretary  Rexford  C-.  Tugwell  has  "been  designated  Administrator, 
was  created  by  Executive  Order  No.  7027,  dated  April  30,  1935, 
under  authority  of  the  Emergency  Relief  Appropriation  Act  of  1935, 
(Public  Resolution  No.  11,  74th  Congress,  approved  April  8,  1335). 
Under  Executive  Order  No.  7028,  dated  April  30,  1935,  transfer  of 
certain  property t  functions,  funds,  etc.,  in  connection  with  the 
land  program  from  the  Federal  Emergency  Relief  Administration  to 
the  Resettlement  Administration  was  authorized.   Under  Executive 
Order  No.  7041,  dated  May  15,  1935,  transfer  of  certain  property, 
functions,  funds,  etc.,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  his 
agents  to  the.  Resettlement  Administration  was  authorized. 

Technical  aides  of  the  Administrator  are  now  engaged  in 
making  an  exploratory  study  of  the  problem  of  land  adjustment  and 
resettlement  of  submerged  populations.   As  soon  as  this  exploratory 
study  is  completed,  and  the  policies  of  the  Administration  are  fully 
formulated,  detailed  public  announcement  will  "be  made. 

The  purpose  and  duties  of  the  Resettlement  Administration, 
as  enunciated  "by  the  President  are: 

(a)  To  administer  approved  projects  involving 
resettlement  of  destitute  or  low-income  families  from  rural  and 
urban  areas,  including  the  establishment,  maintenance,  and  oper- 
ation, in  such  connection,  of  communities  in  rural  and  suburban 
areas. 

(b)  To  initiate  the  administer  a  program  of  approved 
projects  with  respect  to  soil  erosion,  stream  pollution,  seacoast 
erosion,  reforestation,  forestation,  and  flood  control. 

(c)  To  make  loans  as  authorized  under  the  said  Emergency 
Relief  Appropriate  Act  of  1935  to  finance,  in  whole  or  in  part, 

the  purchase  of  farm  lands  and  necessary  equipment  by  farmers,  farm 
tenants,  croppers,  or  farm  laborers. 

The  duties  of  tne  Resettlement  Administration  are  per- 
formed by  the  Administrator  and  the  necessary  aides,,  technical  and 
administrative,  and  employees  appointed  by  him  to  carry  out  the 
purpose  of  the  Administration. 
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PBESENT  USES  OF  NORTH  DAKOTA 

LAED  ass  being  surveyed 


The  present  use  of  all  land  in  the  State  of  North 
Dakota'ds  being  carefully  surveyed  and  mapped  unde.r  the  super- 
vision of  C.H.  Plath,  Land  Planning  Consultant  of  the  National 
Resources  Board.   This  survey  is  part  of  a  study  of  the  economic 
utilization  of  land,  and  is  being  made  in  an  effort  to  designate 
•  areas  requiring  land-uce  adjustment,  and  to  delineate  areas  having 
various  types  of  land-use  problems. 

Since  wheat  contracts  as  part  of  the  crop  reduction 
program  were  signed  "by  substantially  all  of  the  farmers  in  North 
Dakota,  it  was  apparent  that  data  could  be  secured  from  these 
110,000  contracts,  re-presenting  96  percent  of  the  farms  of  the 
State,  which  would  "be  both  reliable  and  adequate.   Consequently, 
a  rather  complete  picture  of  the  cropping  and  grass  cover  will  he 
obtained  when  the  study  has  been  completed. 

Approval  of  an  EERA  project  has  made  possible  the  col- 
lection of  data  for  summarizing.  All  necessary  information, 
including  a  detailed  nap  of  the  farms,  snowing  location  and 
acreage  of  each  field,  and  the  use  of  the  land  during  1953,  was 
copied  on  mimeographed  forms  by  the  EERA  workers  in  each  county. 
Approximately  half  the  counties  have  now  finished  gathering  their 
material,  and  have  submitted  it  for  summarizing. 

Some  progress  has  been  made  in  separating  the  material 
by  townships,  and  mapping  data  on  township  plats  scaled  two  inches 
to  the  mile.   Two  designations  are  indicated  —  the  cultivated  and 
no n- cultivated  areas  —  and  are  being  shown  in  colors.   It  is 
planned  to  transfer  this  material  to  county  maps  using  black  and 
white  hatching  on  a.  scale  of  one  inch  to  the  mile,  and  later  to 
prepare  a  State  map  on  a  reduced  scale.   The  county  maps  are  to 
be  reproduced  also,  and  will  be  reduced  to  an  S  x  10  inch  print 
or  smaller,  according  to  the  size  of  the  count;/. 

It  is  hoped,  that  the  completed  maps  will  he  useful  in 
connection  with  ownership,  tenancy,  soil,  transportation,  tax 
delinquency,  and  density  of  population  maps,  since  in  evaluating  the 
agriculture  of  various  -portions  of  the  State,  a  complete  inventory 
of  the  many  items  which  ar^r  included  in  the  entire  farming  set-up 
is  essential. 
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FARM  REAL  ESTATE  'VALUES 
SHOW  IMPROVEMENT 


Important  changes  in  the  farm  real  estate  situation 
during  the  year  1933-34  "brought  a  reduction  in  the  frequency  of 
distress  sales,  ah  increase  in  the  frequency  of  voluntary  trans-^. 
I  fers,  an  expansion  of  the  farm  mortgage  credit  facilities  of  the 
Farm  Credit  Administration,  and  the  compromising,  refinancing,  or 
other  adjustment  of  a  large  amount  of  mortgage  indebtedness.   For 
the  second  year  in  succession,  farm  real  estate  values  in  many  of 
the  principal  agricultural  sections  of  the  United  States  shovred  a 
substantial  upturn.  During  the  year  ended  March  1,  1935,  the 
average  value  per  acre  of  farm  real  estate  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  increased  from  76  percent  of  pre-war  to  79  percent,  according 
to  B.R.  Stauber  and  M.M.  Regan  of  the  Rireau  of  Agricultural  Econ- 
omics in  Department  Circular  354,  "The  Farm  Real  Estate  Situation, 
1933-34",  just  released.  Furthermore,  it  is  the  judgment  of 
correspondents  in  their  reports  to  the  Department,  the  indication 
of  reported  .sales  ,  and  the  opinion  of  observers  in  general,  that 
the  upward  trend  in  values  #iich  began  last  year  has  continued. 

Southern  States  Show  Greatest  Increase 

The  greatest  increases,  relative  to  values  a  year  ago, 
occurred  in  the  Southern  States,  particularly  in  the  Carolinas, 
Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi,  the  increased  return  from  cotton 
and  other  crops  probably  being  the  most  important  reason  for  the 
continued  rise.   The  receipts  in  1934  from  the  sale  of  farm  products 
(including  rental  and  benefit  payments)  were  nearly  twice  those  of 
1932  in  Alabama,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia;  two  and  one-half  times 
in  North  Carolina,  and  half  again  as  great  in  Mississippi.   The 
increase  in  the  index  of  farm  real  estate  values  amounted  to  11 
points  in  Alabama,  9  points  in  North  and  South  Carolina,  8  points  in 
Mississippi,  and  to  7  points  in  Georgia  and  Louisiana,   In  Kentucky 
further  increases  in  tobacco  prices  brought  income  from  tobacco  to 
double  its  1932  value,  and  this  situation  contributed  to  the  in- 
crease of  6  points  in  the  Kentucky  index  of  land  values. 

Among  the  North  Central  States  the  greatest  increases  in 
the  index  of  farm  realty  values  occurred  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Iowa, 
with  smaller  increases  in  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Missouri, 
and  Kansas.  Practically  no  change  appeared  in  Minnesota  and  Ne- 
braska, whereas  in  the  Dakotas  values  dropped  a  little,  owing  prin- 
cipally to  the  drought,  and  reduced  crop  yields.   The  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  principal  farm  products  were  less  than  in  1932 
in  both  the  Dakotas,  and  although  the  rental  and  benefit  payments 
increased  total  receipts  for  1934  over  those  of  1932,  the  whole 
situation  was  so  distressing  that  land  values  suffered  some  setback. 
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Several  of  the  Western  States,  principally  those  not 
seriously  affected  "by  the  drought,  showed  upturns.  The  index  for 
California  rose  5  points,  Idaho  and  Washington  rose  3  points,  and 
the  indexes  for  Montana  and  Oregon  rose  2  points.   In  the  other 
States  the  index  either  remained  stationary  or  changed  only 
slightly. 

Least  Change  Reported  in  North  Atlantic  States 

On  the  whole,  the  smallest  changes  were  reported  from  the 
North  Atlantic  States,  where  "both  the  "boon  of  1920,  and  the  defla- 
tion of  subsequent  years,  were  less  severe  than  in  any  other 
region.   Similarly,  values  are  now  reacting  somewhat  less  readily 
to  the  improved  income  status,  although  it  should  be  remembered 
that  for  this  group  of  States  there  was  relatively  little  improve- 
ment in  receipts,  even  including  rented  and  "benefit  payments,  from 
1932  to  1933,  and  that  it  was  only  with  1934  that  there  was  sub- 
stantial improvement,  whereas  the  South  and  Middle  West,  as  well 
as  parts  of  the  far  7/est,  experienced  some  encouraging  increases  in 
1933. 

Reasons  for  Increased  Values 

The  principal  reasons  for  the  continued  increase  in 
values  are,  of  course,  the  further  increases  in  income  received 
from  farm  production;  the  continued  activity  of  the  Farm  Credit 
Administration  in  the  direction  of  refinancing  indebtedness, 
reducing  outlay  for  debt  service,  and  providing  new  funds;  and 
the  continuing  recognition  on  the  part  of  mortgage  holders  that  in 
many  cases  the  interest:;  of  both  debtor  and  creditor  will  be  served 
best  by  reasonable  compromising  of  unmanageable  debts. 

Another  factor  favorable  to  increasing  values  is  the 
downward  trend  of  taxes  on  real  estate.   The  average  real  estate 
tax  per  acre  increased  rapidly  between  191G  and  1921,  more  slowly 
until  the  peak  was  reached  in  1929,  since  which  time  the  trend  has 
been  downward. 

Long-time  Effects  on  Values 

The  effect  of  the  various  factors  upon  farm  realty  values 
appears  to  be  cumulative.   Real  estate  yields  an  income  over  a 
long  period  of  time,  and  although  occasional  good  or  bad  years  may 
prove  temporarily  encouraging  or  discouraging,  it  is  to  the  cumula- 
tive effect  over  a  oeriod  of  years,  especially  as  judgments  of  the 
future  are  affected,  that  real  estate  values  react.   Consequently, 
real  estate  values  tend  to  fluctuate  less  violently  than  income. 
Thus  from  1912  to  1919  gross  income  from  farm  prcduction  more  than 
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doubled  while  farm  real  estate  values  increased  about  two-thirds; 
after  1920  income  dropped  sharply,  then  partly  recovered,  whereas 
real  estate  values  dropped  more  slowly,  and  by  1930  had  declined 
fron  the  1919-20  peak  about  as  much  as  income;  from  1930  to  1932 
income  dropped  about  one-half,  and  values  dropped  about  a  third. 
From  1932  to  1934  income  increased  nearly  a  third,  and  average 
values  increased  somewhat  less.   Thus  real  estate  values  tend  to 
lag  at  the  turns,  and  to  seek  their  level  as  cumulative  exper- 
ience leads  to  expectations  for  the  future. 

Copies  of  this  bulletin  may  be  secured  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office,  at  5  cents 
each. 
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LAND  PLANNING  CONSULTANTS 
MEET  IN  CHICAGO 


A  joint  regional  Land  Problems  and  Planning  Conference 
attended  by  land  planning  consultants  of  the  National  Resources 
Eoard  from,  the  Lake  and  Corn  Belt  States  of  Minnesota,  Michigan, 
Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Ohio,  was  held 
at  the  Congress  Hotel,  Chicago,  June  5-8,  1935. 

The  first  sessions  were  devoted  to  a  presentation  of 
the  specific  land  problems  of  Regions  II  and  III;  the  second  day's 
session  considered  the  matter  of  areas  suitable  for  agricultural 
settlement  or  resettlement  in  Regions  II  and  III,  together  with  a 
review  of  progress  in  land-use  adjustment  under  Federal  and  State 
programs  in  these  two  regions.   The  final  dry's  sessions  were  given 
over  to  addresses  and  discussion  of  various  phases  of  the  Federal 
and  State  programs:  coordinating  functions  of  the  State  planning 
boards  in  current  land-use  adjustment  program ;  regionalization 
program  of  the  AAA  and  its  relation  to  other  Federal  land-use 
programs;  land-use  adjustment  under  the  public  works  program; 
scientific  data  needed  for  a  sound  land-use  adjustment  program; 
Federal  and  State  agencies  concerned  with  land  problems  and  the 
need  for  coordination  of  their  activities;  suggested  changes  in 
Federal  and  State  legislation  now  in  effect  dealing  with  land 
problems. 

G.P.  Barnes,  Resettlement  Administration,  reviewed  in 
some  det-.il  the  different  Federal  agencies  and  their  functions 
as  related  to  land  use,  and  the  need  for  close  cooperation; 
explained  the  recent  setting  up  of  a  central  Federal  agency  to 
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carry  on  the  work  of  land  purchase  and  resettlement;  and  outlined 
the  program  for  continuing  the  functions  of  the  Land  Policy  Section, 
AAA,  in  the  new  Division  of  Rural  Planning  and  Development ,  Pederal 
Resettlement  Administration.   Mr.  Sarnes  also  illustrated  the  advan- 
tages of  local  integration  of  land-use  adjustment  activities  by 
showing  what  has  "been  accomplished  in  one  Canadian  province  "by  a 
single  authority. 
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PART-TIME  FARMING  IN  CONNECTICUT 
NOT  A  HEW  PHENOMENON 

Although  part-time  farming  —  the  mode  of  living  in  which 
families  dwell  on  the  farm,  producing  some  of  their  necessities, 
"but  also  obtain  income  in  the  form  of  wages,  salaries,  etc.  from 
non-farm  sources  —  has  "been  a  widely  discussed  movement  in  many 
sections  cf  the  United  States  during  the  depression,  in  Connect- 
icut it  has  proceeded  at  a  rapid  rate  since  the  World  War,  and 
has  not  "been  accelerated  during  the  depression,  according  to 
I.G-.  Davis  and  L.A.  Salter,  Jr=  in  ,!Part-Ti:.;e  Earning  in  Connect- 
icut", just  released  as  Connecticut  State  College  Bulletin  201. 

This  study  classifies  as  part-time  farms  these  farms  of 
3  acres  or  more  whose  total  farm  production  represented  substan- 
tially less  than  full  time  employment  throughout  the  year,  and 
"brings  out  certain  significant  data  on   the  number  nnd  type  of  farm, 
location,  etc. 

About  20,000  of  the  more  than  30,000  farms  (60  percent) 
of  Connecticut  were  operated  on  a  part-time  "basis  at  the  time  the 
study  was  made,  and  range  in  value  from  somewhat  less  than  $3,000 
to  slightly  mere  than  $6,000.   These  farms  are  found  in  every 
section  of  the  State,  scattered  among  full-time  commercial  farms, 
and  among  non-farm  residences.   Even  in  the  rural  towns  farthest 
from  centers  of  population  and  opportunities  for  employment, 
part-time  and  subsistence  farms  constitute  nearly  half  the  total 
number  of  farms;  where  urban  opportunity  is  greatest,  as  in  the 
region  adjoining  New  York,  as  high  as  3  0  percent  of  all  farms 
are  part-time. 


Growth  has  "been  Natural 

A  consideration  of  the  traditional  organization  of  rural 
life  in  Connecticut  will  explain  in  large  measure'  the  present 
scatter  and  number  of  part-time  farms.  Until  about  1850,  agricul- 
ture was  combined  with  other  occupations.   Subsequent  to  1850, 
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factories  "became  numerous  in  the  cities,  and  this,  together  with 
the  development  of  agriculture  farther  west,  found  many  people 
migrating  westward  or  to  the  cities.   The  farmers  who  remained 
were  "both  subsistence  and  commercial  farmers.   Following  1870, 
competition  of  agricultural  areas  in  the  West  "became  keen,  and 
many  Eastern  farms  were  abandoned  or  occupied  "by  immigrants. 
During  the  present  century,  and  especially  since  the  World  War, 
"better  transportation  has  encouraged  the  -atilization  of  many 
Connecticut  farms  as  estates  and  summer  homes,  and  as  residences 
for  many  urban  workers.   Part-time  farming  communities,  however, 
do  not  exist  as  such  in  any  portion  of  the  State;  part-tins  and 
commercial  farms  are  found  everywhere  side  "by  side.   Hence,  it 
is  apparent  that  the  existence  and  growth  of  part-time  farming 
in  Connecticut  has  "been  both  natural  and  steady,  and  not  at  all 
the  result  of  the  depression. 

Other  miscellaneous  data  ma3r  aiso  "be  of  interest. 
For  exarvoie,  it  has  been  found  that  on  the  average  a  part-time 
farm  -constitutes  about  40  acres,  12  of  which  are  tillable,  one- 
half  acre  is  devoted  to  vegetables,  supports  25  hens  and  less 
than  1  cow.  About  5  cords  of  wood  are  cut  per  year. 

The  greatest  density  per  square  mile  of  part-time  farms 
appears  to  be  in  the  areas  of  urban  and  industrial  development. 
On  the  better  soils  are  found  more  farms  per  square  mile,  and  a 
lower  percentage  of  part-time  farms.   In  the  remote  and  mere  rural 
areas,  agricultural  enterprises  of  part-tine  farms  are  usually 
larger. 

Outside  Occupations  of  Part-Time  Farmers  Diverse 

Locality  determines  in  seme  measure  the  outside  labor 
in  which  part-time  farmers  engage.  For  example,  on  part-ti;.ie  farms 
near  urban  and  industrial  centers  will  be  found  more  industrial 
workers  and  women  and  children  with  commercial  employment  to  sup- 
plement their  farming  efforts.   Forty  percent  of  the  part-time 
farmers  are  retired  or  unemployed;  20  percent  are  craftsmen  or 
factory  workers. 

In  spite  of  the  number  of  part-time  farms  —  two-thirds 
of  all  farmers  of  the  State,  utilizing  35  percent  of  all  farm  land  - 
those  farmers  sell  less  than  3  percent  of  all  products  marketed  ^oy 
Connecticut  farmers.   In  1933  oort-time  farm  families  averaged 
$738  from  labor  off  the  farm,  and  produced  $245  of  food  pad  fuel 
on  the  farm.   Various  combinations  of  enterprises  naturally  may 
be  found  throughout  the  State,  though  dairy  and  poultry  products 
probably  make  the  most  valuable  contribution  to  the  income  and 
sustenance  of  mart-tine  families. 
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Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  report,  according  to 
the  authors,  "does  not  attempt  to  analyze  underlying  conditions 
or  solve  the  many  problems  in  the  field",  it  does  supply  "depen- 
dable facts  of  a  simple,  descriptive  character",  and  should  prove 
valuable  in  connection  with  further  studies  on  land  planning 


programs 
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LAKE  STATES  CONSERVATION 
CONFERENCE  HELD  AT 
MADISON,  WISCONSIN 

A  conference  called  by  the  governors  of  the  States  of 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  and  Wisconsin,  to  discuss  and  formulate  a 
forest  conservation  program  for  the  Lake  States,  based  upon  a 
coordination  of  Federal,  State,  and  private  .ownership  and  manage- 
ment as  a  component  part  of  a  National  plan  for  American  forestry, 
was  held  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  April  24  and  25.  Among  those  at- 
tending were  representatives  of  the  U.S.  Forest  Service,  Lake 
States  Forest  Experiment  Station,  Soil  Erosion  Service,  National 
Park  Service,  Biological  Survey;  the  Conservation  Departments  of 
Minnesota,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin;  College  of  Agriculture  of 
Wisconsin;  Directors  of  Rural  Rehabilitation;  and  several  staff 
members  of  the  Land  Policy  Section  regional  offices. 

The  immediate  objectives  of  the  conference,  were,  as 
announced,  to  formulate  a  plan  for  coordination  of  unemployment 
relief  activities  in  forest  conservation,  and  to  discuss  and  form- 
ulate a  plan  for  coordination  of  federal  agencies  with  State  con- 
servation departments,  etc.   The  conference  also  aimed  at  set- 
ting up  certain  permanent  objectives  —  to  outline  a  forest  con- 
servation program  for  ultimate  sustained  yield  forestry,  forest 
protection  and  recreation  for  Federal,  State  and  private  owner- 
ship; to  formulate  a  program  for  intensive  (commercial)  forestry 
based  upon  future  industrial  raw  wood  requirements,  for  deter- 
mination of  specific  areas  to  be  devoted  to  commercial  forestry; 
to  recommend  forestry  legislation. 

It  is  of  interest  that  since  the  conference  has  come  an 
announcement  in  the  press  that  the  three  Lake  States  will  join 
in  a  25  million  dollar  forestry  and  conservation  program  to  main- 
tain an  adequate  supply  of  trees  for  the  pulp  and  paper  industry. 
Technical  data  will  be  gathered,  and  statistics  compiled  as  a 
preliminary  step  in  the  bu.ild.ing  of  the  program.  Eight  committees 
those  en  conservation,  planning,  public  forestry,  commercial  for- 
estry, land  retirement,  settler  relocation,  delinquent  tax  lands, 
and  matters  having  to  do  with  fish,  game,  and  recreation  —  will 


"begin  research  in  policy  and  operation  shortly. 

Local  Initiative  Desirable 

The  importance  of  State  and  ninor  authority  identity 
in  all  conservation  natters,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Federal, 
State  and  local  cooperation  are  necessary,  is  emphasized,  as  may 
"be  seen  from  the  following  sections  from  the  Conference  Report: 

"The  Lake  States  Conference  feels  that  a  . . .  unification 
should  he  effected  in  the  administration  of  the  Federal  activities 
relating  to  forestry  ...,  and  that  there  should  he  within  the 
region  a  single  Federal  authority  or  Board  with  which  the  States 
can  deal  in  these  land-use  matters  ... 

"Within  each  State  there  should  he  designated  a  State 
authority  through  which  all  these  conservation  activities  should 
funnel.   All  local  programs  of  conservation  and  land-use  should 
he  worked  out  between  the  State  authority  and  the  regional  Federal 
board.  Responsibility  for  carrying  out  various  parts  of  the  program 
should  be  definitely  allocated  to  a  single  agency  equipped  to  carry 
it  out  . . . 

"It  is  recognized  that  Federal  agencies  during  the  present 
emergency  are  likely  to  have  more  funds  than  State  agencies.   How- 
ever, it  is  believed  by  this  conference  that  whenever  such  Federal 
funds  are  to  be  spent  on  forestry  or  conservation  activities  on  land 
not  owned  by  the  Federal  government,  as  for  instance,  State  or  county 
forests,  or  erosion  control  on  privately  owned  land,  use  should  be 
ma.de  of  State  agencies  in  formulating  and  administering  such 
programs  . . . 

"The  national  welfare  requires  the  encouragement  of  local 
initiative,  and  it  is  recognized  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  main- 
tain the  spirit  of  responsibility  by  the  States  unless  authority  is 
likewise  given  them." 

Re  c  or.'u  lend  at  i  o  ns 

Kany  specific  recommendations  were  made  which  may  be 
broadl^  classified  as  follows: 

Public  Forestry?   It  is  recommended  that  adequate  Federal  appro- 
priations for  continued  acquisition  and  development  of  National 
forests  should  be  provided;  Federal  funds  to  aid  in  acquiring  State 
forests  to  supplement  Federal  are  desirable.   When  all  units  of 
government  have   an  equity   in  tax  deed  lands,  the  State  should  take 
tax  title,  and  the  control  should  be  vested  in  the  Conservation 
Department;  where  counties  receive  tax  title,  no  immediate  change 
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is  desirable.   To  protect  investments  already  made,  State  and  Fed- 
eral governments  should  bake  regular  forestry  appropriations. 

Conner c ial  For e s try :  Adjustment  of  production  to  present  tinber 
supply  to  allow  a  noderate  continuous  cut  until  second  growth  will 
allow  a  larger  cut,  rather  than  large-scale  production  and  shut- 
down, was  reconr.iended.   A  study  of  forest  and  wood-using  indus- 
tries to  correlate  then  with  forest  production  is  urged. 

Parks  and  Recreation:  The  camnittee  reconnended  that  the  selection 
of  lands  for  public  ownership  should  be  on  the  nerits  of  such  land 
for  the  particular  use  involved;  expansion  cf  parks  and  recreational 
areas  is  necessary,  and  in  order  to  facilitate  such  expansion  on 
private  lands,  inducements  nay  be  necessary;  a  coordination  of 
efforts  and  agencies  in  providing  for  recreation  is  desirahle. 

Erosion  Control :  Reconnended  that  the  portion  of  Federal  public 
works  money  devoted,  to  erosion  control  be  allocated  directly  to  the 
several  soil  erosion  service  regions,  and  that  the  regional'  di- 
rector reallot  a  specified  amount  to  the  governors  of  the  States 
for  snail  unit  projects. 

Land  Retirement  and  Settler  Relocation:   Reconnended  that  one  admin- 
istrative organization  be  given  complete  responsibility  for  exer- 
cising the  combined  program  in  a  given  area,  since  purchase  of 
poor  lands  and  resettlement  cf  families  is  closely  allied;  all 
projects  should  be  cleared  through  a  State  advisor-/  committee  on 
land  use;  adequate  safeguards,  such  as  zoning,  should  be  provided 
against  resettle  .eat  of  depopulated  areas. 

Planning:   In  order  that  the  full  value  of  planning  boards  acting 
as  coordinating  bodies  nay  be  realized,  it  is  recommended'  that  the 
National  Resources  Board  should  be  continued,  and  that  the  plan- 
ning agencies  functioning  in  many  States  should  be  legally  estab- 
lished with  adequate  resources.  The  initial  step  toward  adopting 
a  comprehensive  land-use  policy  is  a  comprehensive  inventory  of 
all  existing  conditions.   State  planning  "boards  can  give  valuable 
assistance  in  this  respect,  and  their  use  as  an  advisory  and  co- 
ordinating group  is  urged. 

Advisory  Council  Appointed 

The  Conference  appointed  the  following  to  serve  as  a 
continuing  advisory  council  to  meet  at  intervals  at  the  call  of 
the  chairman,  R.B.  Goodman:  State  Conservation  Departments  repre- 
sented by  P.J.  Hoffr.aster,  Michigan,  E.J.  Willard,  Minnesota, 
and  R.M.  Imnell,  Wisconsin;  State  Planning  Beards  by  F.C.  Taylor, 
Michigan,  E.  Holm,  Minnesota,  and  M.W.  Torkelson,  Wisconsin; 
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State  Universities  by  S.T.  Dana i    Michigan,  H.  Schmitz,  Minnesota, 
C.L.  Christensen,  Wisconsin,  and  E.L.  Anthony,  Michigan  State; 
U.S.  Forest  Service  by  E.W.  Tinker,  C.P.  Winslow  and  Raphael  Zon; 
U.S.  Park  Service  by  P.K.  Brown;  Land  Policy  Section  AAA  by  R.I. 
Nowell  and  P.S.  Henicka;  and  U.S.  Soil  Erosion  Service  by  R.H. 


Davi: 
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EMSLAND  RECLAMATION  PROJECT 
SHOWS  PROGRESS 

Reclamation  of  about  50,000  hectares  of  the  En si and 
Swamps,  located  en  both  sides  of  the  Ems  River  near  the  Dutch 
frontier,  is  going  forward  under  the  direction  of  the  German 
government,   work  was  carried  on  by  convict  labor  during  the 
first  half  of  1954,  but  has  since  been  taken  over  by  the  Labor 
Service.   Sixteen  Ibcr  camps  have  already  been  established  in 
the  swamp  area,  and  it  is  expected  that  as  many  as  14,000  per- 
sons will  eventually  be  employed. 

It  is  not  considered  feasible  to  reclaim  the  entire 
area,  of  390,000  hectares  at  this  time,  since  100  000  hectares 
represent  uncultivated  swamp  land,  and  several  districts  pre 
suitable  for  reforestation  only.  Eor  this  reason  only  the  la.rger 
swamp  units  —  1,000  hectares  or  more  —  which  lie  close  together, 
are  being  considered,  and  the  State  of  Prussia  is  purchasing  the 
necessary  land. 

Two  hundred  seventy-five  hectares  of  swamp  land  ha^e 
already  been  made  suitable  for  agriculture  and  pasture  use;  800 
hectares  additional  land  will  be  reclaimed  during  1935.   Two 
large  farms  have  been  established,  and  a  third  is  well  on  the 
way  toward  completion  in  this  area. 

In  addition  to  constructing  the  necessary  drainage 
canals,  the  project  includes  the  building  of  highways,  sanding 
of  country  roads,  building  of  winter  dams,  bridges  and  weirs. 
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CORRECTION 


LAND  POLICY  REVIEW,  Vol.  1,  Ho".  4,  May  1955,  p.  20, 
last  line,  change:  3,138,500  acres  to  read  1,816,000  acres. 
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LAND  PLANNING-  CONSULTANTS  SUBMIT 
SECOND  REPORT  TO- LAND  SECTION  OP 
NATIONAL  RESOURCES  BOARD' 

In  accordance  wi  th  the  suggestions  of  the  National 
Resources  Board  contained  in  Bulletin  A-13  of  January  21,  1935, 
land  planning  consultants  are  again  reporting  on  projects  to 
the  Land  Section.   The  reports  are  divided  into  two  parts: 

1.  Problem-area  naps,  originally  submitted  in  October  and 
November,  1954,  have  been  refined  and  revised  as  suggested 
by  the  Board  —  seme  new  classes  have  been  added,  and 
others  redefined  and  specifically  United.   Explanatory 
and  descriptive  material,  occasionally  in  some  detail, 
accompanies  many  reports.   In  order  that  the  Board  night 
have  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  problem  in  each 
area,  consultants  have  estimated,  either  as  a  percentage 
figure  or  numerically,  the  number  of  all  farms  affected 
by  each  problem  in  each  area.   Sources  of  information 
have  been  indicated,  as  far  as  possible. 

2.  Descriptive  material  and  maps  have  been  submitted  to  show 
areas  for  settlement  or  closer  settlement;  the  areas  have 
been  described,  illustrated  by  maps  where  feasible;  and 
the  nature  of  new  farm  settlement  units  has  been  indicated, 
together  with  a  discussion  of  reorganization  of  existing 
farms  to  be  affected  by  the  creation  of  new  farms  in  the 
area. 
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LAND  DEVELOPMENT,  PORESTRY  AND 
SOIL  EROSION  PROBLEMS  DISCUSSED 
IN  RECENT  RADIO  ADDRESSES 

Objectives  of  Land  Development  Program 

The  three  purposes  of  tine  land  program  projects  —  assist- 
ing farmers  now  living  on  poor  land  to  achieve  a  better  livelihood, 
relieving  the  counties  and  towns  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  ser- 
vicing areas  of  low  tax  yield,  and  conserving  and  utilizing  natural 
resources  in  the  most  beneficial  manner  —  were  discussed  by 
Maurice  M.  Kelso,  Division  of  Land  Planning  and  Development, 
Resettlement  Administration,  in  a  recent  radio  address  entitled, 
"Land  Development  Program  -  Objectives  and  Organization",  during 
the  National  Farm  and  Home  hour  broadcast. 
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11  In  the  nine  and  one-half  months  of  its  independent 
operation,"  Mr.  Kelso  explained,  "theland  program  carried  its 
operations  into  467  counties.   Over  240  land  purchase  projects 
were  initiated.   Approximately  4C0,C00  acres  of  land  have  been 
purchased  for  the  Government,  while  options  have  "been  obtained 
on  a  total  of  6,000,000  acres.   The  acquisition  and  optioning 
of  this  acreage  in  so  short  a  time  is  particularly  noteworthy 
because  of  the  fact  that  all  purchase  negotiations  have  been 
carried  out  on  a  completely  voluntary  basis.  No  condemnation 
proceedings  have  been  resorted  to  by  the  Land  Program  in  order 
to  force  landowners  to  sell  their  farms." 

The  land  program  includes  a  varied  list  of  projects. 
In  planning  them,  no  attempt  was  made  in  Washington  to  decide 
which  lands  should  be  retired  from  cultivation,  or  devoted  to 
forest  or  recreational  use.   Studies  for  this  purpose  were 
carried  out  in  the  field,  and  in  addition  Regional  Directors 
discussed  local  conditions  with  county  agents,  representatives 
of  the  State  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations, 
State  planning  boards  and  others,  in  order  to  draw  upon  their 
intimate  knowledge  of  economic  and  social  conditions. 

Forest  Problems  Urgent 

"Ghost  towns  are  desolate  things,  and  the  effects  of 
forest  exploitation,  which  leaves  them  stranded  and  forlorn, 
spread  far  into  the  social  fabric  ...  All  too  often  when  forest 
communities  go,  local  agriculture  -and  labor  are  left  without 
markets,  and  taxes  remain  unpaid."   "Almost  a  third  of  the  total 
land  area  of  the  continental  United  States  is  forest  land  ... 
Public  interest  extends  beyond  the  rims  and  remnants  which  are 
today  in  public  ownership;  in  solving  the  forest  problem,  the 
private  owner  as  well  as  the  public  must  share  in  opportunities 
and  responsibilities  ..." 

In  r ecognition  of  the  fact  that  the  present  forest 
ownership  ratio  must  be  changed,  there  has  been  recommended  an 
acquisition  program  which  would  place  an  additional  178  million 
acres  of  forest  lands  in  Federal,  State,  and  local  public  owner- 
ship. Under  this  program  only  about  one-half  of  the  commercial 
forest  lands  —  instead  of  four-fifths,  as  at  present  —  would 
remain  in  private  ownership.  And  the  program  includes  the 
purchase,  not  only  of  cut-over  land,  but  of  land  bearing  mer- 
chantable timber  as  well,  for  one  purpose  is  to  establish  sustained 
yield  units  which  will  serve,  now,  to  prevent  creation  of  more 
ghost  towns,  and  to  build  up  some  of  those  which  have  been  created 
in  the  past. 
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Thus  the  forestry  situation  has  been  described  "by 
F.A.  Silcox,  Chief  of  the  Forest  Service,  E.E.  Carter  of  the 
Forest  Service,  and  L.F.  Kneipp,  Assistant  Forester  in  Charge 
of  Division  of  Lands,  Forest  Service,  in  "broadcasts  during 
recent  National  Faro  and  Hone  Hour  Programs. 

*  Erosion  Control  Part  of  Land  Program 

While  the  "broader  aspects  of  land  utilization  are 
usually  well  recognized,  in  that  certain  regions  are  considered 
"best  adapted  to  particular  crops,  we  often  fail  to  realize  that 
proper  land  utilization  is  a  problem  confronting  every  individ- 
ual farmer.  Furthermore,  erosion  control  and  wildlife  welfare 
go  hand  in  hand.  Any  operation  for  the  control  of  erosion  that 
restores  vegetation  to  our  denuded  land  directly  "benefits  wild- 
life, according  to  Dr.  T.S.  Buie,  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina 
Soil  Erosion  Project,  and  E.G.  Holt,  Chief  Forester,  U.S.  Con- 
servation Service,  LaCrosse,  Wisconsin,  speaking  during  recent 
Conservation  Day  "broadcasts  on  the  Farm  and  Home  Hour  programs. 
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REPUBLIC  OF  COLOMBIA  DEFINES 

GOVERNMENT  LAND  POLICY  UNDER 
LOPEZ  ADMINISTRATION 

According  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Justice  of  Colombia, 
Article  44  of  the  Fiscal  Code  says  "ownership  of  land  is  fully 
demonstrated  "by  a  person  who  presents  the  title-grant  issued  "by 
the  State,  and  this  proof  cannot  really  "be  produced  except  "by  a 
small  percentage  of  owners."  Because  of  insufficient  data,  it 
has  "been  thought  that  the  Government  wished  to  destroy  private 
property  in  land.  To  explain  its  purpose  in  wishing  rather  to 
adopt  ample,  equitable  and  conciliatory  legal  formulae,  the 
Ministers  of  Government  and  Industries,  with  the  approval  of 
the  President  of  the  Republic,  prepared  a  memorandum  defining 
government  land  policy  as  follows: 

1.  Marking  off  vacant  lands  of  the  Nation  from  private  property 
in  a  practical  manner  to  avoid  abusive  occupation  of  vacant 
lands,  and  endow  private  title  with  security. 

2.  Suhmitting  the  right  to  occupy  vacant  land  to  the  condition 
that  it  "be  cultivated.   (It  is  the  hope  that  a  short  term  will 
he  designated,  after  which  uncultivated  or  abandoned  lands  will 
revert  to  the  State.) 
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3.  Preference  will  "be  given  to  snail  scale  grants  on  a  commercial 
"basis. 

4.  Limiting  the  existence  of  great,  uncultivated  properties  wMch 
can  really  be  used.  A  progressive  and  differential  tax  should 
be  established  to  tax  uncultivated  land  more  than  cultivated 
land. 

5.  Agrarian  credit  should  be  distributed  with  narked  preference 
for  small  producers. 

It  is  added  that  "the  Government  does  not  confuse  the 
need,  of  regulating  the  legal  condition  of  private  property  with 
the  arbitrary  disavowal  of  acquired  rights,  and  considers  itself 
obligated  to  protect  the  legitimate  holder  against  deforciants." 
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RELATION  OF  SIZE  0?  COUNTIES  TO 
COST  OF  COUNTY  GOVERNMENT 
STUDIED  IN  NEBRASKA 

Nebraska  Bulletin  109,  "County  Consolidation:  Relation 
of  Size  of  Counties  to  the  Cost  of  County  Government  in  Nebraska", 
presents  the  findings  resulting  from  an  investigation  of  the  ef- 
fect of  county  consolidation  on  the  cost  of  county  government  in 
Nebraska,  and  is  justified,  the  author  believes,  because  of  the 
current  interest  in  consolidation,  and  because  of  the  current 
lack  of  satisfactory  estimates  of  possible  economies. 

The  author,  Mr.  E.B.  Schmidt  of  the  University  of 
Nebraska,  has  based  his  conclusions  on  an  analysis  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  17  of  Nebraska's  93  counties,  and  from  the  data 
collected  has  drawn  4  rather  pertinent  conclusions,  appreciating 
that  only  through  s  careful  determination  of  the  nature  of  the 
effects  of  area,  population,  and  wealth  upon  count;'-  expenditures 
is  it  possible  to  predict  what  the  effects  of  county  consolida- 
tion would  be  upon  the  cost  of  county  government; 

Area  determines  cost  of  road  and  "bridge  construction 
and  maintenance,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  a  county  board. 
Enlarging  the  area  of  the  county  will  not  bring  economy  or  low- 
ered costs  in  these  respects. 

Distribution  of  population  is  unimportant  as  far  as 
salaries  of  county  officers  are  concerned,  but  is  very  important 
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as  far  as  expenses  of  certain  traveling  officers  is  concerned. 
Snail  population  counties  utilizing  equipment  and  personnel 
fully  could  save  little  by  consolidation.   Cost  of  construction, 
maintenance  and  operating  county  "buildings  is  not  easily  rela- 
ted to  population,  and  individuals  far  frcn  the  county  seat 
incur  costs  not  often  taken  into  consideration. 

Wealth  is  not  an  important  factor  in  determining  county 
government  costs.   It  helps  to  determine  scope  of  government 
activities,  hut  when  it  has  been  decided  that  the  county  is  to 
render  a  particular  service  of  a  given  standard,  the  wealth  of  the 
county  has  no  bearing  on  the  cost  of  rendering  such  service. 

The  study  differs  considerably  from  those  made  elsewhere, 
both  in  method  and  conclusions,  and  indicates; 

1.  not  all  costs  of  county  government  would  be  affected  by  county 
consolidation  -  only  administrative  and  maintenance  costs 
would  be  so  affected; 

2.  there  is  a  difference,  not  always  apparent,  between  reducing 
government  costs  and  redistributing  them  -  merging  an  urban 
with  a  rural  county  would  perhaps  result  in  reducing  taxes 
in  the  former  and  increasing  them  in  the  latter; 

3.  because  of  wide  variation  in  population  in  Nebraska,  the 
amount  of  potential  savings  through  consolidation  is  not  the 
sane  for  all  counties;  combined  per  capita  costs  of  salaries, 
operation  and  maintenance  decline  as  population  reaches 
8,000.   Several  small  population  counties  would  have  to 
combine  to  achieve  the  8,000  optimum,  creating  one  county 

of  undesirably  large  area,  etc. 

4.  Government  costs  could  be  reduced  by  county  consolidation 
in  about  one-third  of  Nebraska  counties  whose  population  is 
less  than  8,000,  but  savings  would  not  be  as  large  or  as 
general  as  is  usually  supposed. 

The  study  does  not  show  the  effects  of  consolidating 
the  two  large  counties  of  Douglas  and  Lancaster,  but  it  gives 
evidence  that  in  the  remaining  counties,  consolidation  would  not 
reduce  government  costs. 
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FISCAL  ASPECTS  OP  LAND  PROGRAM  IN  JUNEAU  COUNTY,  WISCONSIN 

By 
K.H.  Parsons 
Division  of  Rural  land  Planning  and  Development 
Resettle:,  ent.  Administration 


Through  its  land  program,  the  Federal  Government  is 
assisting  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  estahlish  a  game  refuge  in 
the  marsh  and  light  soils  area  of  the  central  part  of  the  State. 
The  project  tentatively  outlined  includes  more  than  three-fourths 
of  a  million  acres,  a  large  part  of  which  has  already  reverted 
to  public  ownership  through  non-payment  of  taxes. 

The  first  site  chosen  for  development  contained  about 
a  hundred  thousand  acres,  located  mostly  in  Juneau  County.   In  its 
natural  state  this  area  was  predominantly  a  marsh.   During  the 
period  1890-1900  the  region  was  drained  in  an  attempt  to  establish 
general  farming,  but  experience  has  proved  this  effort  futile. 
Before  drainage  the  region  was  abundant  in  game,  cranberries,  and 
spagnum  moss,  and  while  the  production  of  both  cranberries  and 
;moss  has  been  handicapped  by  the  drainage,  the;'"  are  still  the 
area's  chief  sources  of  farm  income.   The  proposed  development 
will  restore  the  cranberry  marshes  and  moss  beds,  as  well  as 
offer  a  refuge  for  game. 

The  cost  of  draining  this  area  was  excessive,  yet  for 
many  years  the  heavy  assessments  were  paid  by  most  of  the  owners. 
In  1920  drainage  assessments  of  $44,770  were  levied  against  the 
land  which  is  now  included  in  the  purchase  program,  and  of  this 
amount,  $25ni4£lfI  or  57  percent,  was  collected.   Many  of  these 
assessments  EH.  .run  out  by  1933,  but  in  that  year  $33,744  was 
assessed  agaif'./st  the  land  in  the  purchase  area,  on   which  only 
$4585  has  be* n  paid  to  date. 

The  drainage  districts  here  pre   organized  under  the 
circuit  court;  hence  drainage  foreclosure  sales  are  handled  by 
the  same  authority.   These  sales  follow  the  laws  of  mortgage 
foreclosure  rather  than  those  of  tax  sales.  Any  land  passing 
through  a  drainage  sale  is  freed  of  all  existing  liens.   Prom 
the  proceeds  of  the  sale,  after  court  costs,  general  taxes  are 
paid  first,  the  drainage  districts  having  second  claim.   Hence, 
if  land  is  bought  at  a  drainage  sale  at  a  price  just  equal  to 
the  general  taxes,  the  drainage  districts  and  other  creditors 
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receive  nothing.   This  situation  has  given  rise  to  a  practice  by 
which  some  owners  have  permitted  their  land  to  go  delinquent  as 
to  both  general  taxes  and  drainage  assessments,  with  the  expecta- 
tion of  "buying  in  the  land  at  a  drainage  sale.   In  such  event  the 
former  owner  might  find  the  county  the  only  other  bidder.   Juneau 
County,  for  example,  usually  makes  a  bid  on  the  land  equal  to 
one-half "  of  the  outstanding  taxes;  thus,  the  owner  could  get  clear 
title  to  the  land  by  paying  an  amount  slightly  greater  than  one- 
half  the  accumulated  delinquent  taxes.   However,  few  owners  have 
used  this  method  of  regaining  title  to  their  land.  A  total  of 
approximately  3,000  acres  has  been  bid  in  by  private  parties  within 
•the  purchase  area  in  Juneau  County;  of  this  total  an  unknown,  but 
possibly  minor  acreage,  was  hid  in  by  former  owners,  for  many 
cranberry  growers  have  acquired  water-storage  space  "by  bidding  in 
delinquent  land  at  the  drainage  sale. 

General  tax  delinquency  bears  a  close  relationship  to 
drainage  delinquency,  but  is  more  extensive.   In  the  town  of 
Kingstown,  for  example,  approximately  60  percent  of  the  general 
tax  levies  of  1928  to  1931  were  never  paid.   While  this  town  is 
most  representative  of  the  area,  and  is  included  almost  in  its 
entirety,  the  total  of  the  four  towns  within  which  the  whole  pur- 
chase area  lies  shows  an  average  tax  delinquency  of  approximately 
40  percent  from  1928  to  1931.  The  rate  of  delinquency  was  reduced 
in  the  1932  and  1933  levies  to  approximately  30  percent  through  the 
taking  of  tax  deeds  by  the  county,  thereby  removing  much  of  the 
delinquent  land  from  the  tax  roll. 

Of  the  80,000  acres  in  Juneau  county  included  in  the  pur- 
chase area,  through  taking  of  tax  deeds  more  than  60  percent  is  now 
in  county  ownership,  with  an  additional  15  percent  in  the  process  of 
reversion,  the  county  holding  the  tax  certificates. 

The  combination  of  tax  reversion  and  decreasing  valuation, 
due  to  the  growing  realization  that  the  land  is  practically  worth- 
less for  farming,  has,  since  1920,  greatly  decreased  the  tax  base 
in  this  area.   In  that  year  lands  and  improvements  within  the 
present  purchase  area  were  assessed  at  about  $770,000.   In  1933  the 
real  property  in  the  same  area  was  valued  at  $168,000.   This  is  a 
decline  in  value  of  more  than  75  percent.   In  1920,  general  taxes 
amounting  to  $8,300  were  levied  upon  the  purchase  area,  and  96 
percent  were  paid;  by  1933,  the  total  levy  had  fallen  to  less  than 
$4,000,  of  which  only  56  percent  had  been  paid  by  February  10, 
1935. 

In  the  four  towns  within  which  the  purchase  area  is  situa- 
ted, the  county  realized  on?y  40  percent  of  the  total  county  levies 
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for  general  purposes  in  the  four  years  1929  to  1932.   This  neans 
that  during  this  period  the  persons  and  properties  in  this  part 
of  the  county  paid  only  40-  percent  of  the  costs  of  general  county 
government  apportioned  to  thee.  Although  receiving  only  40  per- 
cent of  the  tax  levy,  nevertheless,  the  county  contributed, 
through  county  school  equalization  payments,  $250  per  teacher  fcr 
the. support  of  common  schools.   County  equalization  payments 
amounting  to  $3,000  were  made  to  the  13  school  districts  (one 
closed  school  received  no  county  aid)  comprising  most  of  the 
purchase  area.   Of  this  amount  an  average  of  $1,834,  for  the 
period  1929  to  1933,  was  raised  from  other  parts  of  the  county. 
The  $1,166  levied  against  the  purchase  area  for  county  school 
aid  was  paid  to  the  county,  since  this  levy  takes  precedence 
over  all  other  local  levies. 

These  same  13  school  districts  were  operated  at  a  total 
annual  cost  of  $12,234  per  year  for  the  four  years  ending  June  30, 
1934.   Of  this  amount  11  percent  was  contributed  by  persons  and 
properties  located  within  the  school  districts;  17  percent  was 
contributed  by  taxpayers  in  other  parts  of  the  county  through 
the  county  school  aid;  an  amount  equivalent  to  78  percent  was 
contributed  ~by   the  State  at  large  through  the  State  school  aids 
and  payments  under  the  Forest  Crop  Law. 

Approximately  135  miles  of  town  roads  lie  within  the 
purchase  area  in  Juneau  Co_anty.   In  recent  years  these  roads  have 
been  maintained  entirely  by  State  funds,  distributed  asState  aid 
for  town  roads.  A  payment  of  $50  per  mile  is  provided  by  law, 
but  the  Emergency  Budget  Board  has  reduced  this  grant  to  $40  per 
mile  for  each  of  the  last  two  years.   Thus  the  State  has  been 
paying  $5,400  per  year  on  account  of  the  roads  within  the  purchase 
area. 

If,  as  now  seems  "probable,  this  area  is  entirely  evacua- 
ted, and  the  town  roads  are  all  abandoned,  there  will  be  prospec- 
tive reductions  of  slightly  more  than  $5,000  per  year  in  State 
aids  for  town  roads.   In  addition,  the  State  payments  for  schools 
should  be  reduced  by  a  like  amount,  if  as  many  as  eight  of  the  13 
schools  considered  above  are  eliminated.   These  reductions  of 
about  $10,000  per  year  in  State  payments  for  schools  and  roads, 
which  may  be  effected  by  the  purchase  and  resettlement  program, 
amount  aj^proximately  to  6  percent  per  annum  on  the  assessed 
valuation  of  the  land  and  inprvemonts  in  the  area. 

The  county  aid  to  these  eight  schools  which  may  be 
closed  now  amounts  to  $1,750  per  year.   Since  a  part  of  this  sum 
is  contributed  by  persons  and  property  within  the  present  school 
districts,  the  net  reduction  in  school  costs  to  the  remainder  of 

-  19  - 


cqanU|/    school   cosos  would  exceed  the  amount   of   tax  revenue   for  General 

nT  woP^°S;S  realiZ6d  fr°m  the  pr°p0sed  P-Cha-  area  in  either  of 
the   two  recent  years   studied. 

in  -n-nhi8^8:   "   ^!   ?r0p0sed  P^ram   is   carried  out,    substantial   savings 

Wenf  on  2-f™       %CrM  ^  ^^  ^^   imp0sin£  additional  = 
Durdens   on  any  group  of  taxpayers.      The   tax-oayine  ability  of   the  per- 
sons relocated  should  be   inorep^fl-    +h~   +  ^  +  Qi        ^      *■         •  P 
of  the  oounty  would  tt'uSl;  f  LT^c^     ^eoISL^r 
aid  expenditures  being  reduced  more  than  the  amoun       f  gene"  'eotntT 
SebatiVo     r Vr°n  th6  f^  "  fCent  ^arS'      »»*£   there  Zld 
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ZONIxTGJ^OTSS 

zoni^ftt'r"^"0"  f  J**1**    Si^ed  «  a^  Providing  for   rural 
zoning  and  the  regulation   of  the  use   of  natural   resources. 

the  o^TeV^L^1^  laVS  paS36d  by  the  T— Bsee  Legislature  during 
The  1931  LelT.l  "**  Vf^  act  Permitting  Shelby  county  to  zone! 
xhe  1934.  Legislature  granted  the    county  the   newer  to   7cne  a    st-in   5  milP« 

lount^bSrffb^   TS*  "^   ""  ^^      *»  *^hf 

county   board  to   zone  all   the  unincorporated  territory. 

aooeafir?^3!3/^00^'^20^^  leSislati°*  i*  effect  at  present  will 
appear   m   tne  July   issue   of  the   LAHD  POLICY  CIRCULAR. 
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FARMERS  HOME   CORPORATION 
BIiL  PASSES  SENATE 


On  June   24  the    Senate  passed  by  a   vote   of  45   to   %•>   fv,a   w'qi         *. 
POr°atio?  to*^ "^^  °f  Ala^  t0   ^  thel^er^  H  '     Co  1°" 

srs  s4:tr  ™  frr  in  beoomias  °raers-  The  bin- «  ~ 

tLlTed  ZZ  V   ?r0vides  for  tne  ^uation  of  a  government  oraed  and  oon- 

£  1935  tnd  to'L   f  ^  frdm  *he  EmorS^-=y  belief  Appropriation  Aet 
01  _„.k>,  „nd  to  be  under  the  management  -f  a  board  of  5  director*  t   of 

Credit^rni    S  £  Sb'STLTLIt  l^™  °f   ^   ?» 

The   coroontin,   i-    »\Tlv,  .  ex-officio  members   of  the  board. 

In \tZVClTe  °mcunt      !t° t^  Vlf*3   *******   guaranteed  bonds  in 
-half  be   i^- T^   •      \i      eXC°ed  $1'°°J' °00' 00°-      However,    no  bonds 
shall   be   issued  during   the  first  year   of  operation,    and  within  3  vears 

to   check  the  rapid  increase   m  farm   tenancy  which  has  been   taking  olace 
c^able^0"^  °Per^0rS   °Ut    °f   te^ts  Wh0  h—  Pro^   themselves 

United  StatM       ?t     w  C°^ess.to   r^fo™  the   land  tenure    system   of   the 
united  States,      ihe  House   Committee   on  Agriculture  and  Forestry  has 

Jones  oTlT  °WT±laT  biU   ^*'o*«ed  by  Representative  Marvin 
Jones   of   Texas,    but   has  not   yet   report afl   it   «,,+    ^^  ^ ,  „..    ._   ^. 


RECENT  PUBLICATIONS  AND  ARTICLES 


Periodical  Articles 


"Our  Attitude  Toward  Land  -  A  Contrast  between  American  and 
European  Land  Policy'?.  R.B.  Gcod.,.an.  AMERICAN  FORESTS, 
41  (2)  53.  February  1935.   ' 

Our  rich  resources  have  nade  it  possible  for  the  United 
States  to  "be cone  the  greatest  of  all  Western  nations  in  wealth, 
population,  literacy,  and  democracy.  But,  according  to  Mr.  Good- 
nan,  the  long  era  of  conquest  and  colonization  has  definitely 
closed,  our  once  expanding  frontiers  are  drawing  in,  our  natural 
resources  are  approaching  exhaustion,  and  our  unwisely  distributed 
population  is  reaching  the  end  of  a  long  growth.   "Years  of  agri- 
cultural distress  disclose  many  efforts  at  land  utilization  which 
are  disastrous  to  the  individual  concerned,  and  to  the  rural  com- 
munities of  which  they  are  a  part.   The  growing  aridity  of  the 
West  is  forcing  our  attention  to  the  dangers  of  uncontrolled  farm 
cropping  and  grazing  ...  rapid  expansion  of  industry,  and  overden- 
sity  of  population  in  urban  centers  ...  the  rise  of  large  unit, 
industrialized  farming  draining  the  legions  unadaptable  to  this 
modernization"  has  left  a  residue  of  isolated,  rural  settlement 
which  is  socially  deplorable.   Coupled  with  these  phenomena  we 
find  a  restless  movement  cf  urban  and  rural  populations. 

Here,  moreover,  we  find  an  archaic  system  of  local  govern- 
ment raising  taxes  to  the  point  of  confiscation  in  many  areas; 
millions  of  acres  of  land  are  becoming  submarginal  because  of 
proper  cultivation  methods  or  natural  causes. 


im- 


Thus  Mr.  Goodman  has  aptly  charactericed  the  situation 
at  home  -  a  disregard  cf  land  characteristic  of  a  Nation  with 
enough  land  -  in  contrast  with  the  planned  economy  of  Western 
European  countries  where  land  is  scarce,  and  where  through  tra- 
dition, legislation,  and  unwritten  law,  a  definite  obligation 
between  landowners  and  society  is  accepted.   To  Europeans,  con- 
tinuity of  obligation  is  an  age-old  social  consciousness.   The 
"land  owner's  security  in  his  title  lies  in  his  intelligent  recog- 
nition and  effective  performance  of  this  obligation." 

In  Europe  one  does  not  find  instances  of  isolated  farm-' 
steads  as  we  have  here,  but  rather,  as  an  ancient  heritage,  orderly 
groups  of  communities.   Industrial  activity  came  slowly  in  Europe, 
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and  did  not  result  in  unreasonable  urban-  migration,  as  with  us. 
Eor  this  reason  the  depression  in  Europe  has  naturally  not  "brought 
with  it  the  back-to-the-land  movement  which  we  have  found  so  dis- 
tressing.  In  Europe  one  finds  a  continuity  of  residence  —  the 
people  are  routed  to  the  soil.   Developments  are  localized  and 
concentrated. 

■  But  Europe  has  its  handicaps  —  there  are  many  small  na- 
tions, each  divided  from  the  ether  "by  a  wall  no  less  real  than  the 
Chinese  wall.  Regional  self-sufficiency  and  careful  planning  for 
continuity  of  use  and  enjoyment  of  land  have  necessarily  followed, 
and  as  a  result,  American  travelers  in  Europe  see  in  reality  a 
planned  economy  which  has1  "been  for  them  largely  a  vision  of  things 
hoped  for  so  far. 

Yfcile  we  cannot  hope  to  accomplish  over  night  the  adjust- 
ments and  stability  which  have  been  centuries  in  the  making  in 
Europe,  nor  perhaps  do  we  want  or  need  to,  we  must,  according  to  our 
-own  needs  and  in  accordance  with  our  own  ideals,  develop  a  program 
for  conserving  our  resources.   This  is  the  idea  behind  the  wrk  of 
the  National  Resources  Board,  the  State  and  local  planning  boards 
and  activities.   We  must  as  a  society  be  made  conscious  of  our 
public  responsibilities  toward  future  generations,  and  so  must  pro- 
mote the  sustained  utilization  of  land  for  farm  and  forest.  This 
ideal,  Mr.  Goodman  believes,  can  best  be  fostered  by  a  government 
policy  of  taxing,  protecting,  facilitating  and  promoting  land 
utilization  so  as  to  make  sustained  farm  and  forest  management 
not  only  possible,  but  profitable  to  the  owner. 


"The  Retreat  from  the  City".  Daniel  C.  Roper.   THE  COUNTRY  HO! 3. 
5?  (4)  9.   April  1935. 

Industry  and  labor  are  turning  toward  the  country,  ac- 
cording to  Secretary  Roper,  who  believes  this  an  encouraging  sign 
of  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  decentralization  of  industry.   In 
the  past,  'factories  and  industry  have  congregated  near  the  largest 
markets  or  most  advantageous  shipping  points,  bringing  about  con- 
centration of  activity,  and  such  unwholesome  concentration  of  labor 
that  we  find  in  11  of  the  3,000  counties  of  the  United  States  25 
percent  of  all  our  factory  wage  earners,  and  these  in  turn  are 
largely  east  of  the  Mississippi  River.   Such  industrial  growth  was 
natural  in  the  past,  but  revolutionary  improvement  in  transporta- 
tion and  power  distribution  has  now  made  it  possible  for  business 
to  be  transavCted  easily  at  a  distance,  and  for  populations  to  be 
spread  out.   There  are  stranded  populations  in  need  of  industries 
to  take  the  place  of  those  which  have  "dried  up",  and  to  furnish 
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employment  for  the  workers  left;  rural  rehabilitation  and  subsistence 
homestead  projects  are  in  need  of  snail  industrial  plants  to  supply 
part-tine  cnploynent.  Hew  industries  (if  they  can  be  discovered) 
or  branches  of  those  already  established,  could  be  set  up  in  such 
locations  without  doing  so  at  the  e3rpen.se  of  other  localities. 

"Tremendous  cities  tend  as  they  grew  to  forn  the  seeds  of 
their  own  economic  diffusion",  Mr.  Roper  says.   "To  employ  people 
there  at  a  wage  permitting  a  decent  standard  of  living  costs  more 
money  than  it  does  farther  out  in  the  country  . . .  The  main  force 
favoring  decentralization  is  the  simple  fact  that,  in  terns  of  min- 
utes,  a  mile  is  so  much  shorter  now  thon  it  used  to  be." 

Before  any  plans  for  decontralization  can  be  placed  before 
industrial  managers,  clerical  workers  and  laborers,  careful  studies 
must  be  made  of  relative  advantages.  Rural  sreas  must  not  be  used 
for  a  dumping  ground  for  urban  unemployed  or  derelict  populations; 
nor  should  decentralization  of  industry  moan  the  tearing  down  of  one 
section  to  build  up  another. 


"The  Trend  of  Agricultural  Thinking'-',.   TEE  COUHTRYMAH,  XI  (l)  1B7. 
April-June,  1935.   (Published  at  Idbury,  Kinghan,  Oxfordshire, 
England. ) 

This  is  a  criticism  of  small  holdings  by  two  men  writing  inde- 
pendently -  Sir  J. 3.  Orr,  Director  of  Imperial  Bureau  of  Animal 
nutrition,  and  J. P.  Ma-ton,  Balliol  College. 

Under  such  headings  as  "A  Menace  to  Agriculture",  "The 
Investment",  "Where  is  the  Land  to  come  from",  and  "The  Sacrifice", 
it  is  shown  that  as  a  long-time  policy  the  small  holdings  movement 
is  an  uneconomical,  if  not  hopeless,  attempt  to  do  in  agriculture 
what  in  industry  was  not  possible  because  of  mechanical  progress. 
It  is  also  attacked  as  an  unemployment  measure  on  the  grounds  of 
excessive  cost,  because  there  is  a  dearth  of  available  land,  and 
because  the  necessary  production  on  the  present  farms  will  be  men- 
aced. Tha  fact  that  small  holders  do  carry   en  is  thought  to  be  no 
argument  in  fr-vor  of  the  system,  since  it  is  an  employment  method 
whereby  men  can  be  forced  to  accept  lower  standards  of  living  than 
t^osc  ftmployetd  ir  otter  industries.  It  Hpg  that  agriculture  will 
be  a  swrated  Industry,  and  that  the  social  standards  *,hioh  have 
been  yoerr.  in  the  making  will  be  defied,  nnd  agriculture  made  a 
scrap-heap  for  the  discardei  labor  of  other  industries. 
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Bui  Is  tins 


Fourth  Annual  REPOET  of  the  Land  Utilization  Survey  of  Britain. 
February  1935  (mimeographed).   Issued  "by  London  School  of 
Economics. 

The  Land  Utilization  Survey  has  been  financed  by  the 
London  School  of  Economics,  by  a  series  of  snail  grants  from  the 
^Rockefeller  Research  fund,  and  by  county  authorities  in  England, 
Wales,  and  Scotland.   To  complete  the  study,  as  originally  plan- 
ned, 10  percent  of  the  field  work  (principally  in  sparsely  popu- 
lated sections  of  Scotland,  Wales,  and  west  England),  must  be 
finished,  the  data  for  the  whole  study  reduced  to  naps  on  the 
scale  of  1  inch  to  the  mile,  and  the  final  report  must  be  pre- 
pared, arranging  the  material  in  such  a  manner  as  to  suggest  ways 
in  which  present  land  use  nay  be  regarded  as  indicating  potential 
use,  or  as  a  basis  for  large  scale  planning  and  development. 

Because  of  lack  of  funds  to  complete  the  study,  prepara- 
tion of  naps  for  certain  counties  has  been  postponed  until  such 
tine  as  a  sufficient  nueber  of  orders  for  then  has  been  received. 


"Land  Use  Problems  in  Minnesota".   O.B.  Jesness.   MINNESOTA 

FARM  BUSINESS  NOTES.   No.  147,  March  20,  1935.   (mimeographed). 

Persons  living  outside  the  immediate  areas  having  land- 
use  problems  nay  perhaps  assume  that  these  are  of  no  concern  to 
them  because  they  are  not  affected  directly,  losing  sight  of  the 
fact  that  the  consequences  of  ill-advised  land  policies  or  the  ben- 
efits of  constructive  land  programs  are  not  United  to  the  areas 
immediately  affected. 

-  The  problem  of  tax  delinqency  has  been  felt  in  Minnesota 
for  several  years,  and  the  question  of  ownership  following  rever- 
sion has  been  important.   It  is  now  apparent  that  in  studying  tax 
delinquency  or  any  other  land-use  problem,  a  carefully  prepared  land 
classification  respecting  both  physical  and  economic  factors  is 
necessary,  and.  that  the  need  for  additional  land  in  various  uses 
should,  be  considered.  .\ny   land  unsuited  to  private  ownership  as 
reasonably  classified  should,  revert  to  or  remain  in  rublic  owner- 


The  next  logical  step  following  classification  of  lard 
is  zoning,  for  the  use  to  which  any  land  is  put  can  no  longer  be 
thought  of  as  a  private  matter  only.   Settlement  on  land  unsuited 
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tc  farming  "becomes  a  public  problem;  scattered  settlement  adds  to 
the  cost  of  providing  government  services,  and  imposes  undue  bur- 
dens on  all  taxpayers.   (A  rural  zoning  "bill  was  recently  defeated 
in  the  Minnesota  State  Senate.) 

Forestry  constitutes  another  natter  for  concern,  since  it 
is  evident  that  private  forestry  is  scarcely  providing  adequately 
for  the  timber  needs  of  the  future.  Eut  in  addition  to  actual 
wood-supply,  the  public  benefits  of  forests  are  great  —  recreation, 
erosion  control  and  water  conservation.   Several  State  forests  and 
three  national  forests  have  been  e stablished  in  Minnesota,  but  in 
order  to  manage  the  forest  land  most  efficiently,  private  ownership 
must  be  directed,  and  much  forest  land  must  be  publicly  managed. 

The  Government  rural  resettlement  program  aimed  at  im- 
proving the  opportunities  of  rural  people  at  present  unfavorably 
located,  should  be  combined  with  zoning  programs,  and  must  depend 
for  successful  operation  on  classification. 


FEDEEAL  EXPENDITURES  IN  MINNESOTA-  Francis  M.  Boddy.  University 
of  Minnesota  Day  and  Hour  Series  ilo.  11,  1935.  University 
of  Minnesota  Press,  Minneapolis.  22  pp.  25  cents. 

'This  paper  was  prepared  to  meet  requests  for  informa- 
tion on  federal  expenditures  in  Minnesota,  and  is  based  on  a  survey 
of  all  available  data.   It  presents  estimates  of  federal  expendi- 
tures in  the  State  during  the  past  10  years,  and  discusses  their 
effect  on  business  conditions  and  income." 

The  significance  of  federal  expenditures  in  Minnesota 
$253,000,000  in  1934  —  is  apparent  when  the  author  points  out 
that  direct  expenditures  for  that  year  were  about  one-fifth  of  the 
estimated  total  income  of  the  people  of  the  State  —  $1,250,000,000. 
It  has  been  difficult  to  get  data  on  net  expenditures  or  income; 
excise  taxes  are  shifted  to  the  consumer,  and  it  is  not  possible  to 
estimate  accurately  the  amount  of  excise  taxes  paid  by  Minnesota 
people  alone.   The  author  emphasizes  this  point' by  presenting  a 
table^ showing  internal  revenue  tax  receipts  in  Minnesota  and  North 
Carolina,  which  are  evidence  that  though  a  State  may  pay  a  large 
internal  revenue  tax,  it  may  not  bear  the  real  burden  of  it,  since 
the  consumers  may  not  all  be  residents. 

Per  capita  direct  federal  expenditures  in  Minnesota  rose 
from  $12.96  in  1925  to  $54.93  in  1934;  total  expenditures  rose  from 
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$13.41  in  1925  to  $105.18  in  1934,  and  include  net  loans;  it  is 
shown  fron  an  index  of  "business  conditions  that  although  the  gen- 
eral "business  index  turned  upward  and  continued  upward  as  emer- 
gency expenditures  and  loans  were  first  disbursed,  and  were  later 
increased,  and  although  transportation,  industry,  and  trade  were 
apparently  "benefitted  "by  the  increased  purchasing  power  put  into 
Minnesota  and  surrounding  territory  "by  the  federal  government, 
the  rate  of  the  rise  in  this  index  is  less  than  the  rate  of  in- 
crease in  federal  expenditure  within  the  State. 

Direct  relief  payments,  according  to  the  author,  are 
considered  to  be  made  up  of  direct  payments  to  Minnesota  people 
in  the  form  of  wages,  relief,  or  contract  (AAA)  payments  for  goods 
or  land.   In  addition,  there  must  "be  considered  the  allotments  on 
the  "basis  of  which  commitments  for  labor  and  materials  are  made. 
The  real  effect  on  business  consequently  is  far  greater  than  the 
actual  amounts  paid  would  indicate. 

State  taxes. or  borrowings  will  undoubtedly  rise  as  future 
relief  funds  come  from  local  and  State  sources,  for  it  is  obvious 
that  the  Federal  government  cannot  pour  emergency  funds,  into  the 
States  indefinitely.   A  cessation  of  Federal  direct  and  loan  funds 
would  reduce  the  income  of  Minnesota  people  $200,000,000.   Private 
business  income  would  have  to  increase  10-20  percent  to  make  a 
continuation  of  the  present  standard  of  living  possible,  and  this 
increase  appears  doubtful  in  view  of  the  evidence  presented  by  the 
business  index.   It  is  imperative  then,  that  Minnesota  find  means 
of  stimulating  industrial  production  and  improvement  in  industrial 
technique . 


"America's  Capacity  to  Produce"  and  "America's  Capacity  to  Consume" 
a  digest,  reprint,  from  Report  of  the  Maurice  and  Laura  Falk 
Foundation  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  for  1933  and  1934. 

"Paradox  of  want  in  the  midst  of  plenty  has  suggested 
that  there  may  be  a  basic  maladjustment  which  seriously  impedes  the 
functioning  of  the  economic  system."  The  Falk  Foundation  hoped  to 
clarify  the  problem  by  seeking  the  answer  to  the  question:  Would  a 
different  distribution  of  the  national  income,  with  a  wider  dif- 
fusion thereof  amon^  the  masses  of  the.  people,  promote  a  more  ef- 
fective functioning  of  our  productive  machinery,  and  create  pro- 
gressively larger  social  dividends  for  the  benefit  of  all  classes? 
The  studies,  of  which  this  briefer  publication  is  a  digest  only, 
present  facts  and  statistics  on  America's  capacity  to  produce  and 
consume,  and  after  considering  both  capacities,  the  following  con- 
clusions are  drawn: 
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1.  The  United  States  was  not  living  "beyond  its  ssans  in  the 
1  twenties. 

2.  During  the  past  decade  or  more  there  has  "been  a  tendency 
for  the  inequality  in  the  distribution  of  income  to  become 
accentuated. 

3.  Vast  potential  demands  for  basic  commodities  and  conven- 
tional iscessities  exist  in  the  unfilled  wants  of  masses 
of  urban  and  rural  people. 

4.  United  States  has  not  reached  a  stage  of  economic  develop- 
ment in  which  it  is  possible  to  produce  more  than  the  Amer- 
ican people  as  a  nation  would  like  to  consume. 

5.  ffe  cannot  materially  shorten  the  working  day  and  still 
produce  the  goods  and  services  in  the  quantity  American 
people  aspire  to  consume. 

6.  If  we  are  to  expand  consumption,  we  must  not  forget  that 
production  must  likewise  be  expanded. 

This  digest  has  been  printed  in  limited  edition; 
conies  may  be  secured  from  Maurice  and  LauraFalk  Foundation, 
Farmers'  Bank  Building,  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 


*-     00  - 
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LEGISLATIVE  ACTIVITIES  AFFECTING  LAM)  USE 

Congressional  Activities 

The  bill  to  create  the  Farmers '  Hone  Corporation  and 
to  reduce  tenancy  (S.2367)  has  been  reported  back  to  the  Senate 
with  amendments  as  outlined  below.   S.2357,  to  clarify  certain 
sections  of  the  Act  creating  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  and 
to  increase  to  $100,000,000  the  amount  of  bonds  which  the 
Authority  is  authorized  to  issue,  passed  the  Senate,  and  is  now 
before  the  House.   H.F.6914,  to  provide  for  the  acquisition  of 
lands  ~oy   theFederal  Government  for  State  forests,  passed  the 
House. 

BIPOD  AND  GAME  REFUGES 

H.B.. 7982c  To  authorize  the  exchange  of  timber  or  lands 
acquired  for  bird  and  game  refuges  for  other  lands,  the 
exchange  of  unreserved  and  unappropriated  public  domain 
lands  for  lands  of  equal  value,  to  provide  that  25  percent 
of  all  money  received  from  sale  or  other  disposition  of 
surplus  wildlife,  timber,  hay,  and  grass,  etc.  on  lands 
acquired  for  bird  and  game  refuges  be  paid  to  the  counties 
in  which  such  revenue  rises;  to  authorize  the  allocation 
of  Public  Works  funds  for  the  acq.iisition  of  land  for 
bird  and  game  refuges  and  to  transfer  the  Wind  Cave  National 
Game  Preserve  in  South  Dakota  to  the  Wind  Cave  National 
Park. 

CENSUS 

H.."\.  8056.  To  Tovide  for  a  census  of  unemployment,  occupa- 
tions and  population. 

IBM  GAT  I  ON 

S.1637.    To   extend  to  water  users   on  Indian  irrigation  pro- 
jects during  1934  like  relief  to    that  provided   in  the 
years  1S31,    1932,    and  ±?3o.      Passed  Senate  5-20-55. 

L«ND  ACQUISITION 

See  BIRD  AKD   Wffl  BEPUGSS 

LOCAL  G0YSPF/,Tr 

See  SMS  FORESTS,   BIKD  AID   GAME  FJEFUGE3. 

NATIONAL  F0EESTS 

H.R.    8137.   To  add  approximately  1,000,000  acres   of  public 
lands   to   the  Salmon  National  Forest,    Idaho. 
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H.R.8271.  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  Great  Plains 
Forest  Experiment  Station  to 'authorize  the  acquisition  "by 
purchase,  condemnation,  donation  or  otherwise  of  such 
property  as  is  required  for  use  by  the  station. 

S.2910.  To  add  approximately  75,000  acres  to  the  Weiser  Nat- 
ional Forest  in  Idaho. 

NATIONAL  PARKS  :  : 

H.R. 7929.  To  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  accept 

donations  of  land  and  money  for  additions  to  or  improvement 

of  existing  national  parks. 
H.R.8076.  To  provide  for  the  creation  of  a  series  of  national 

parks  to  be  known  as  the we stern  Trails  National  Parks. 
H.R.  3003.  To  establish  a  national  Monument  on-site  of  Battle 

of  Ackia,  Mississippi.   Passed  House  5-24-35. 
H.R.  59.  To  create  a  national  military  park  at  Kenesaw  Mountain, 

Georgia.   Passed  House  4-1-35;  passed  Senate  5-28-35. 

PLANNING  BOARD 

S.2825.  To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  National  Planning 
Board  cf  five  members  to  which  shall  'be  transferred  the  per- 
sonnel, papers,  and  funds  of  the  National  Resources  Board. 

PUBLIC  LANDS 

Public  No.  64.  To  grant  leave  of  absence  to  homesteaders  where 
conditions  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  "be  away  during  1935. 
Approved . 

S.2539  (to  amend  the  Taylor  Grazing  Act  by  repealing  the  80,000,000 
.acre  maximum  of  lands  which  may  he  created  into  grazing  dis- 
tricts). To  amend  the  amendment  to  authorize  the  classification 
of  any  lands  withdrawn  by  Executive  orders  of  November  26, 
1934,  and  February  5,  1935,  which  are  more  valuable  for  agri- 
culture than  grazing,  and-  to  open  such  lands  to  entr^r  in 
tracts  not  exceeding  320  acres. 

S.2863.  H.R. 8117.   To  provide  protection  for  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  under  the  jurisdiction  of  theDepartment  of 
the  Interior. 

H.R. 3019.  To  amend  theTaylor  Grazing  Act  to  eliminate  the  limita- 
tion upon  the  amount  of  land  which  may  be  placed  in  organized 
districts.   Passed  House  5-23-25. 

PUBLIC  WORKS 

See  SOIL  EROSION,  BIRD  AND  GAME  REFUGES 

S.2859;  H.R. 8135.  To  provide  for  the  development  of  the  Tennessee 
Valley  and  Tombigbee  River  Inland  'waterway. 

S.2811.  To  authorize  and  adopt  certain  Public  Works  projects  for 
controlling  floods,  improving  navigation  and  regulating  the 
flow  of  certain  streams,  including  the  Parker  Dam  on  the 
Colorado  River  and  the  Grand-  Coulee  Dam  on  the  Columbia 
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River. 
S.2811.  To  'authorize  and  adopt  certain  public  works  projects  for 
controlling  floods  and  regulating' the  flow  of  certain  streams 
including  the  Parker  Dam  on  the  Colorado  River  and  tie  Grand 
Coulee  Dara  on  the  Columbia  River.  ■  Passed  Senate  5-27-35. 

SETTLEMENT 

S.2367.  To  create  the  Parmers1  Home  Corporation,  to  aid  in  check- 
ing the  increase  of  farm  tenancy  and  to  deal  .  in  an  adequate  way 
with  the  problem  of  farm  tenancy  by  rural  ..rehabilitation  and 
encouraging  the  ownership  of  farm  homes.   Reported  hack  from 
the  Committee  on  Agriculture  with  following  changes: 
During  first  year  funds  to  he  limited  to  the  'original 

$50,000,000  stock  issue.  " 
During  first  three  years  only  $300,000,000  in.  bonds  may 

he  issued  of". the  $1,000,000,000  which  are  authorized. 
Appointments  of  persons  receiving  over  $4,000  to  be  subject 

to  Senatorial  -confirmation. 
Parms  to  he  limited  in  size  to  average  for  the  State. 

SOIL  EROSION 

H.J. Res. 282.  To  make  available  to  theSecretary  of  Agriculture 
cut  of  Public  Works  funds  the  sum  of  $75,000,000  for  the 
control  cf  roil  erosion. 

-STATE  PORESTS 

H.R.6914.  Tc  provide  for  the  acquisition  of  lands  \r   the  Fed- 
eral  Government  to  be  transferred  to  the  States  for  State 
forests  in  such  States  -as  maintain  appropriate  agencies.  After 
1942  no  additional  land  shall  be  acquired  within  States  which 
have  not  provided  by  law  for  the  reversion  of  title  to  the 
State  or  a  political  unit  thereof  of  tax  delinquent  land  and 
for  blocking  into  public  forests  such  portions  of  these  lands 
as  are  more  suitable  f  ,r  public  than  private  ownership. 
Passed  House  5-22-35. 

TENANCY 

See  SETTLEMENT 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY 

S.2357.   To  amend  the  Act  creating  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority 
to  increase  the  amount  of  bonds  which  .nay  he  issued  to 
$100,000,000,  to  include  the  Cumberland  River  Basin  within 
the  provisions  cf  theAct,  and  to  give  the  Authority  power  to 
adTTise  and  cooperate  in  the  readjustment'  of  the  population 
displaced  by  the  construction  of  dams,  the  acquisition  of 
reservoir  sites  and.  other  necessar}r  acquisitions  of  land  and 
cooperate 'with  Pederal,  State,  and  local  agencies  to  that 
end.   Passed  Senate  5-14-35. 
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State  Legislative  Activities 

ARIZONA. 

H.B-.5.  Providing  for  the  sale  of  tax  delinquent  land  and  for  the 
extension  of  payments  of  delinquent  taxes  over  period  of  ten 
ye ar s  .  Passed  "by  Legislature . 

H.B.10.  To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Real  Estate 
Department  whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  regulate  the  real  estate 
bus ine s s .   Passed  by  Legislature  hut  vetoed  "by.  the  Governor . 

H.B..130.  To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  City  and  Regional 
Planning  Commission.  Not  passed. 

S.B.170.  To  authorize  the  Land  Commissioner  to  make  cooperative 
agreements  with  theSecretary  of  the  Interior  for  the  purpose  of 
promoting  the  highest  and  most  orderly  use  and  improvement  of  the 
State  Grazing  lands,  and  to  authorize  the  exchange  of  State  lands 
for  Federal  lands. 

ARKANSAS 

Act  No.  181.  Authorizes  the  State  to  cooperate  with  theFederal 
Government  in  its  suhmarginal  land  program  by  transferring  all 
State  owned  lands  vithin  areas  designated  as  submarginal  land 
projects  to  theFederal  Government.  Approved. 

Act  No.  119.   Provides  procedure  for  quieting  title  to  lands  for- 
feited to  theState  for  non-payment  of  taxes.  Approved. 

CONNECTICUT 

To  prohibit  theFederal  Government  for  acquiring  land  in  the 
State  except  for  the  construction  of  public  buildings. 
Defeated. 

FLORIDA 

H.B.163.  To  provide  for  the  creation  of  county  delinquent  tax 

adjustment  boards,  and  boards  of  appeals  and  for  the  compromise 

and  adjustment  of  tax  sales  certificates  held  by  the  State. 

Passed  the  House . 
S.B.638.  To  provide  for  a  lien  in  favor  of  theFlorida  State 

Board  of  Forestry,  the  United  States  Government  or  other 

governmental  agency  upon  land  covered  by  agreements  between 

such  agencies  and  the  lfctnd  owners. 
H.B.110S,  To  provide  for  cancellation  of  State  and  county 

liens  of  taxes  held  by  the  State  against  lands  acquired  by 

the  Federal  Government  for  reforestation  or  game  preserve 

purposes. 
R.B.652,  To  Provide  for  the  establishment  of  a  State  Park  Service. 
S.3.560.  To  authorize  the  Board  of  Forestry  to  acquire  lands  for 

forests  or  parks  by  lease,  gift,  or  purchase. 
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S.B.830.  To  encourage  the  development  of  forest  lands  and 
the  production  of  forest  products,  and  to  provide  for  the 
cancellation  of  State  owned  tax  certificates  on  such  land. 

H.B.833.  To  authorize  the  establishment  of  forest  protective 
districts,  and  to  prescribe  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Florida  Board  of  Forestry. 

H.B.121S.  To  authorize  the  State  Board  of  Conservation  to 
investigate  and  report  on  the  water  resources  of  the  State, 
and  to  cooperate  with  the  Federal  Government  in  procuring 
such  data. 

GEORGIA 

To  authorize  the  State  Commission  of  Forestry  to  acquire  lands 
for  parks  for  recreatinnal  purposes,  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  sites  of  historic  interest  and  natural  timber  growths. 
Vetoed. 

To  authorize  the  National  Park  Service  and  other  Federal  agen- 
cies or  departments  concerned  with  the  development  of  land  for 
"oarks  and  recreational  areas  and  concerned  with  utilizing  lands 
for  similar  purposes  to  ■pur°ka3e  lands  in  certain  counties. 
Vetoed. 

Gov. 341.  Gives  consent  to  the  acquisition  "by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  certain  lands  on  St.  Simon's  Island,  Glynn  County,  for 
the  establishment  of  a  national  snrine  or  pa.rk.   Approved. 

Gov.  25.  To  grant  to  the  United  States  certain  State  owned  lands 
in  Chatham  County  for  the  Fort  Pulaski  National  Monument. 
Approved. 

KANSAS 

S.B.300.  To  authorize  the  State  Forestry,  Fish  and  Game  Commis- 
sion to  enter  into  cooperative  agreements  with  the  United 
States  for  the  improvement  of  State  lands,  th  rks ,  forests, 
fish  and  game  preserves  and  other  lands  by  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  thereon  of  shelter  belts  composed  of  trees, 
etc. 

MARYLAND 

An  Act  authorizing  the  Department  of  Forestry  to  accept  gifts, 
donations  and  ccntributio  is  of  land  from  the  Federal  govern- 
no  nt .   Approved . 

MASSACHUSETTS 

House  Res. 767.  To  create  a  Homesteac1  Commission  for  the  purpose 

of  aiding  families  to  be  established  in  suitable  homes. 
House  Res. 639.  To  provide  for  an  investig  ation  of  the  natural 

resources  of  the  Commonwealth  with  a  view  to  the  development 

of  the  same  for  power  and  light  purposes. 
H.B.303.  To  provide  for  a  land  economic  survey  of  the  State, 

and  to  nionote  investigations  for  the  classification  and 

utilization  of  land  and  other  natural  resources. 
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MICHI.&A1J 

Pu"blic  No.  44.  An   act  to  provide  for  the  establishment  in 
organized  townships  in  theState  of  Michigan  of  districts  or 
zones  within  which  the  use  of  land  and  natural  resources 
nay  "be  regulated  by  ordinance,  -approved. 

Act.  Wo. 20.  To  transfer  authority  to  convey  land  to  the  federal 
Government  from  the  State  Administrative  Board  to  the  Go  v- 
ernor.   Approved. 

Act.  No. 57.  To  provide  for  the  cancellation  of  tax  penalties 
on  delinquent  1933  and  1934  taxes  paid  before  December  1935. 
A-pprcved. 

S.B.54.  To  provide  for  the  consolidation  of  school  districts, 
referendum  thereon,  am:'-  the  election  of  a  county  superintendent 
of  schools. 

S.B.89.  To  extend  the  tax  sale  of  confiscated  -property  to 
May  1,  1937. 

S.B.164.  To  authorize  the  Director  of  Conservation  to  sell  timber 
from  State  lands  under  control  of  the  Conservation  Department. 
Passed  Senate. 

S.B.256.  To  provid':  for  the  cancellation  of  delinquent  taxes  for 
1933  and  prior  years  u^on  the  prompt  and  full  payment  for  1934, 
1935,  and  1936  taxes. 

H.B. 260.  To  permit  owners  of  lands  five  or  more  years  tax  de- 
linquent to  option  said  land  to  the  Federal  Government  for 
National  forests,  providing  that,  when  sold,  owners  shall 
pay  to  counties  2/3  of  sale  nrice  to  be  apportioned  to  tax 
units  for  delinquent  taxes. 

S.B.266.  To  reduce  the  tax  on  commercial  forest  reserves  from 
10<^  to  3^  per  acre.   Passed  Senate  . 

S.B.401.  To  provide  for, the  creation  of  a  State  land  office 
board  to  handle  tax  delinquent  lands  which  may  become  the 
property  of  the  State. 

H.3.121.  To  prohibit  the  sale  of  lands  delinquent  for  taxes 
for  1933  and  prior  years  and  to  authorize  certain  municipal- 
ities to  ta.ke  like  action. 

H.B.274.  To  repeal  the  act  exempting  from  taxation  State  tax 
homesteads  and  State  swamp  lands  under  control  of  Conserva- 
tion Department. 

H.B.  329.  To  prohibit  tax  sale  of  lands  for  delinquent  taxes 
for  1934  and  prior  years,  and  to  permit  the  collection  of 
1933  and  1934  taxes  on  a  ten  year  payment  plan. 

H.B. 347.  To  prescribe  a  mothod  for  the  cancellation  of  de- 
linquent taxes  prior  to  1934  through  the  cooperation  of 
taxpayer . 

H.B. 425.  To  empower  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to  raise  the 
natural  lei'el  of  inland  lakes  and  streams  for  the  -protec- 
tion of  fish,  the  public  welfare,  or  as  an  aid  to  navigation. 
Passed  House. 
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H.3.496.  To  permit  property  delinquent  for  taxes  for  1932  but  not 

sold  to  be  -placed  before  certain  board  for  disposition  of 

taxes  thereon. 
H.B.520.  To  authorize  the  welfare  Director  to  lease  or  sell  by 

contract  certain  State  lands  to  persons  on  welfare  relief  for 

farming  purposes. 
H.B.t'28.  To  prohibit  the  purchase  of  lands  delinquent  for  taxes 

by  anyone  except  the  States,  and  to  perr.it  the  sale  of  tax 

lands  to  original  owners  in  ten  annual  installments  with  -four 

percent  interest  on  unpaid  balance. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
.  H.B.163.   To  grant  consent  to  the  Federal  Government  to  purchase 

lands  in  New  Hamnshire  subject  to  certain  conditions  (See 

Circular  No.  9).   Approved. 
H.B.443.   To  authorize  cities  and  towns  to  regulate  and  restrict 

the  use  of  la nd  for  agriculture,  recreation,  forestry  and 

other  purposes,  subject  to  approval  of  the  State  Land-Use 

Board. 
H.B.4-27.  To  provide  for  the  acquisition  of  the  summit  of  Mt. 

Washington  and  properties  belonging  to  the  Mt. Washington 

Railway  Company. 
S.B.38.  To  provide  for  the  acceptance  of  a  gift  of  land,  from 

the  New  Har.ro shi re-Vermont  Lumber  Company  for  the  purpose  of 

a  State  Forest  Reservation  and  Park. 
H.R.449.  To  provide  for  the  cooperations  of  the  State  with 

the  Federal  Government  in  rural  electrification. 
H.B.447.  To  establish  the  New  Hampshire  Water  Resources  Board. 
H.B.443.  To  authorize  cities  and  towns  to  adopt  zoning  regula- 
tions to  regulate  the  use  of  land  for  agriculture,  recreation, 

forestry  and  other  purposes. 

NEW  YORK 

S.2012;  Assembly  1416.   Provides  for  a  commission  of  seven  to 
make  a  comprehensive  study  and  analysis  of  state-aid  to  the 
municipal  subdivisions  of  the  State  and  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  relating  thereto  to  enable  it  to  recommend  such  changes 
and  modifications  in  the  policy  of  state-aid,  its  nature  and 
extent,  either  liberalizing,  restricting,  extending,  or 
abolishing  the  same,  as  are  deemed  necessary  or  appropriate. 
Approved. 
Chap #.52 6.  "resides  for  the  organization  of  theState  Rural 
Rehabilitation  Corporation  and  for  county  rehabilitation 
advisor--  committees;  authorizes  the  corporation  to  accept 
loans,  grants,  etc,  from  theFederal  Government,  the  State 
Government,  municipalities  cr  any  other  public  or  private 
sources,  end  to  acquire,  hold  and  dispose  of  property,  make 
loans  and  give  financial  assistance  and  other  aid.,  assist 
and  cooperate  with  cooperative  organizations  and  local 
communities  for  rehabilitation  purposes.   Anoroved . 

-»   34  - 


NORTH  CAROL I NA 

S.B.246.   To  authorize  the  Board  of  Conservation  and 

Development  to  accept  as  gifts  from  or  enter  into  leases 
with  the  Federal  Government  for  such  forest  or  submarginal 
lands  acquired  by  the  latter  as  may  he  suitable  for  State 
controlled  forests,  game  refuges,  parks  and  other  recrea- 
tional areas. 
S.B.544.  To  correct  seme  present  forms  of  farm  tenancy,  to  pro- 
mote more  secure  occupancy  of  farms  and  farm  homes,  and  rural 
rehabilitation  by  providing  for  the  construction  and  super- 
vision of  subsistence  homesteads  and  planned  rural  commun- 
ities for  families  of  low  incomes,  and  those  who  desire  to 
acquire  and  live  upon  subsistence  farms,  to  authorize  the 
incorporation  of  limited  and  nondividend  rural  development 
companies,  and  create  a  State  board  of  rural  rehabilitation 
for  the  purpose  of  encouraging,  supervising  and  regulating 
such  activities. 
H.B.1000.  To  authorize  the  North  Carolina  Rural  Rehabilitation 
Corporation  to  accept  gifts,  loans  and  other  assistance  from 
the  United  States  and  other  Federal,  State  and  private  agen- 
cies. 
H.B.1057.  To  provide  for  the  formation  of  non-profit  corpora- 
tions to  be  known  as  electric  membership  corporations  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  and  encouraging  the  fullest  possible 
use  of  electric  energy  by  making  such  energy  available  at 
the  lowest  cost, 
H.B.1058.  To  provide  for  the  creation  of  power  districts  and  to 
authorize  such  districts  to  conduct  and  operate  utilities  for 
the  production,  transmission,  or  distribution  of  electricity. 
See  also  H.B.1059  listed  in  Circular  Wo. 10. 
H.B.1060.  To  provide  for  the  acquisition,  purchase,  construc- 
tion, improvement,  operation  and  maintenance  of  revenue- 
producing  undertakings  by  any  city,  town,  or  incorporated 
village . 
H.B.1089.  To  facilitate  the  procedure  for  bringing  tax  fore- 
closure suits. 
H. 3. 1164.  To  authorize  the  Department  of  Conservation  and  De- 
velopment to  accept  gifts,  donations  or  contributions  of 
land  suitable  for  forestry  or  park  purposes  and  to  enter 
agreements  with  the  Federal  Government  or  other  agencies  for 
leasing,  purchasing  or  otherwise  acquiring  lands  for  such 
purposes . 
H.B.1498.  To  enable  Caldwell  County  to  cooperate  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  or  State  park  or  monument. 
H.B.795.  To  authorize  the  transfer  or  gift  to  the  Federal 

Government  of  certain  lands  to  be  acquired  near  Capt;  Hatteras 
and  along  the  North  Carolina  Banks  for  use  as  a  national 
Bark, 
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NORTH  DAKOTA 

S.3.126.   Declares  all  water  and  wildlife  conservation  pro- 
jects to  "be  a  public  "purpose  and  for  the  "benefit  and  welfare 
of  the  people  of  the  State  and  for  the,  improvement  of  their 
living  conditions.  Approved . 

S. 13. 239.  Authorizes  the  making  of  agreements  with  the  Federal 
Government  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  shelter- 
belts  on  any  State  lands.   Approved. 

S.B.218.  Authorizes  the  State  and  the  counties  to  acquire  "by 
purchase,  exchange,  gift  or  condemnation  the  title  to  any 
lands  within  their  jurisdiction  for  park  or  recreational 
areas  or  for  water  and  wildlife  conservation  projects. 
Approved. 

S.D.225.  Provides,  for  the  incorporation  of  cooperative  grazing 
associations  with  the  power  to  lease  lands  from  the  Federal 
Government,  the  State,  counties  or  political  subdivisions  and 
persons  and  associations,  to  improve  lands,  apportion  grazing 
rights,  borrow  money,  etc.  Approved. 

S.B.124.  Authorizes  the  State  land  officers  to  grant  to  the 
United  States  such  easement  rights  on.  the  State  lands  as  may 
be  required  for  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  operation 
of  any  dam,  dike,  etc.,  erected  or  to  be  erected  for  water 
or  wildlife-  conservation  purposes.   Approved.. 

S.B.295.  Authorizes  beards  of  county  commissioners  to  set  asid.e 
for  park  and  recreational  "Purposes  any  land  within  and  held 
by  the  county  and  acquired  through  tax  sale  proceedings. 
Counties  may  convey  such  lands  to  cities  or  villages  for  sim- 
ilar purposes.   Approved. 

S.B.110.  Declares  the  drainage  of  a  meandered  lake  to  be  a  mis- 
demeanor.  Approved. 

S.B.296.  Provides  for  the  creation  of  water  conservation  dis- 
tricts and  for  commissioners  to  govern  same;  provides  for  a  State 
water  conservation  commissioner  for  the  acquisition  of  property 
rights  and  the  assessment  of  benefits  against  the  property 
affected;  prescribes  the  duties  of  county  commissioners  rela- 
ting to  water  conservation  projects,  and  exempts  Federal 
projects  and  agencies  from  provisions  of  Act.   Approved. 

H.B.330,  Provides  for  the  creation  of  county  parks  and  for  the 
organization  of  a  "board,  of  county  park  commissioners  and  for 
the  regulation  and  control  of  such  parks  and  lands  adjacent 
thereto.  Approved. 

H.B.76.  Further  extends  tine  of  suspension  of  tax  deeds  to 
December  31,  1937.   Approved. 

H.B.265.  Cancels  all  interest  and  penalty  assessed  against  de- 
linquent real  estate  sold  or  forfeited,  to  the  counties  for  the 
years  1933,  and  "before  and  still  held  "by  the  counties,  if 
taxes  are  paid  during  1935. 

S.B.328.  Authorizes  the  State  Forester  to  accept  gifts,  dona- 
tions or  contributions  of  land  suitable  for  forestry  park. 
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purposes  and.  to  enter  into  agreements  with  the  Federal 
Government  or  other  agencies  foi  acquiring  "by  lease  or 
otherwise  such  lands  as  are  desirable  for  parks  and.  forests. 
Approved. 
S.3.306.  Authorizes  the  State  to  enter  into  agreements  with 

the  United  States  for  the  performance  of  useful  public  works 
on  State  lands  and  provides  for  compensation  to  the  Federal 
Government  for  such  improvements  as  produce  revenue.   Also 
authorizes  contracts  with  private  individuals  for  improvements 
upon  their  lands,  the  State  to  encore  compliance  with  the  con- 
tracts.  Approved . 
S. 13. 225.  An  Act  relating'  to  flood  irrigation  projects.   Approved. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

H.R.1933.   To  inrocse  an  annual  charge  on  lands  of  State  institu- 
tions and  State  parks  of  10  cents  per  acre  for  roads  and  15 
cents  per  acre  for  schools  to  "be  paid  to  the  city,  borough, 
or  township  treasurer  in  which  such  lands  are  located. 

TEXAS 

H.3.172.   To  authorize  any  county  or  city  to  acquire  by  gift, 
purchase,  or  condemnation  lands  for  parks  and  to  authorize  the 
issuance  of  bonds  for  same. 

WIS CONS Ih 

A. 234.  To  authorize  the  diversion  of  surplus  water  from  any 
stream  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  back  normal  water  eleva- 
tions in  lakes  and.  streams. 
S.341.  To  authorize  the  Federal  Government  to  purchase  land  for 
State  Conservation  areas. 
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